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On a Pamphlet intitled 


Prudential Reaſons 


| For Repealing 
The Penal Laws 
_ Againſt all Recuſants; 


And for a General 


' TOLERATION: 


Penn 'd'by a Proteſtant Perſon of Quality. 
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My Proſetes are ſtruck with awful dread, 
Tour bloody Comet Jaws hang blazmg ore their bead. 
Hind aud Panther, p..94- 


en the famons Polo Saeve, Author of the Hiſtory of the 
fila th pe Beck coy heh one that knew knew his ab 
6 ra ember hag Fog ook hc t be uſeful-in his 
Natly of Divinity, He gave him-this general oprany mr 
conſult the Feſuits, and refokve the clean . comrary to what they ſaig. 
Such an opinion of them many thinking . ea of tiys Nation 
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This was one cauſe that their attempts of late Ji not make 


wa For however theſe Reverend Fa- 
ers were cover'd wi yet their want of credit checker 
their forward motions ; ts ther haſte and impatience to ſee 
txcir deſigns ſucceſsful rendred them abortive. , The fiexcene(s 
abit temper .pu(h'd them into ſuch invincible pan > 
&is 
ar Vy- 


p;. $ furious as they were, - they did tot wholly negle&. the 
Rules of Art, nor was their condu& without ſome mixture 
finenels. Hereticorum bella, pax Eccleſs 's, _ a Maxim laid down. 
by a Brother of their Society 3 an had a competent 
underſtanding of it may qr" by their — eavours to engage 
Hereticks againſt TleretCns, when they -were w 
mutual fition, both me their-ealy 
They mv ited the ot Dilfenters to their aid with all i- 
maginable 2p lication, but found the wiſer part 'of them 
diſtruſtful of their words, which were ſmoother than Oyl. * 
could-no or prevail with them, to throw-1n to their mouths the lu(- 

| chey defir'd, nor make them fond of the Priviledge 
of being laſt devour. 

Others they warpt into a Servile co mpliance, and ther” En- 
deavour'd to keep up their hearts under a v eful jars pct 
For this purpoſe, variety of Pamplets we re To; thr 
Kingdom : And amonzt | che reſt came out t he Prudenti; Ry 
ſons, &c. = a Proteitant Perſon of Quality : For fo, by I know 
not what figure, he is pleaſed to call z whois a. man 
certainly of a peculiar temper, and diftinguithed by- ſuch an Air- 
ef aſſurance, as is not common. 

Burt 'one is not inclin'd to believe every thing that is pro-- 
none as an Oracle: On the contrary perſon s that are moſt 

ming do but raiſe a ſuſpicion of their \ dei perform nes yr 3- as = 


or univerſal Medicines, however they may gain ſome ——_ 
amongſt the Vulgar, arethought by the more intelligent to. be ' 


Quacks-orItmpoſtors.. 


the impreſſions they ez 


they nicht have avoided, to our coſt, 
acorn to the ſlower methods of cloſe yr 


This 


then what dat 


ſeen the | 
nies,by taking the doſes,and obſerving the iptions, which 
yec , cannot Ce mot which heſeems 


to have entertain'd. | | 
He fanci'd that he had found og the Intereff of al Parties, and 


even that of the King and the Countrey, A matter certtainly of 


great importance ! and leſt we ſhould think that being a Perſon 
of Quality, he arriv'd at the yg of this by the advan- 
tage he has had ofan eminent Station, he hath taken care to in- 
form us, that he never was of the Council; neither was he of the Par- 
liament. So little conſideration has been had of his Merit ! 

But now that we are ſatisfied, he is noPeer of the Realm, 
and that his condition in the World is not extraordinary, enqui 
may ſtill be made,how he came to be ſuch a man ofincrigne? An 
I find riot that he, like a predeceſſor of his in the Polinques re- 
ceiv'd any intelligence in Colcheſter 0 afers or from the Low-Coun- 
tries in Cabages, On which he might build his diſcoveries: But 


the way he usdis plain enough, now that he has made it publick 3 _ 


for he did but wipe his Eyes, and then he ſaw how the t af- 
fairs in debate hgh be adjuſted. The Cecil-and the Walſnghams 


might have ſeen as much, but they, good men ! underſtood nor 


this Myſtery of Wiping their Eyes. Theinterefts of all parties did 
not lie-ſo deep under ground, as 'rwas thought, yet did they not pene- 
trate into them, becauſe they were-op's with prejudice and 
paſſion, But after all, I cannot attribute to this Prudentialiſt 
the glory of the firſt invention of what he advances, for it 
 ſems 'to be the very ſame with what was propos by Cole- 
man, as a fit means of extirpating the Northern Hereſy. 
However, being thus Exalted in his opinion of New Light, 
he thought himſelf qualified to cenſure the Government of 
Queen Flizaberh, and he ſays that ſhe gave Life and Birth to Laws 
C extream Severity,againſt Roman C atholick and Puritan Recuſants : 
nd-in another place having 'difcours'd of the Barbarous Coun- 
ſel ſuggeſted by Frier Hogoſtrate, he preſently adds, that this 
Method wh followed by Queen Elizabeth : And fo parallels ber 
| A 2 proceedings 
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P. 2. 
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Part, 2-B. 3 


Princes that ever Reign d, and govern'd ber Kingdors wth beteey 
Condutt and Vigaur than any of her Predeceſſors ? | ' 


It would be cali to defend fromthe Alper htha 
been caſt on her by malice. or gratitude, _ A - 


even opprefied with the variety and-1 
; ® hicls rendred het i Oc os; e Dating 4 by ep 
the Terror of hey Enemies, and 
Buc in-anfier to what has been —_ againſt her, I 
tufhcient toblerve, | 
þ2 That ſhe cannot be juſtly Frged wich Cruelry towards 
Gn : and for proof of this k refer the'Reader to a Let- 


Secretary W alſinghens, thai great: Favourer, wris tg 
CN he may find it in Dr. Burners 
. ry of the Reformation, and if it ſuch an account of the K 


P.418. Ed 4 neſs wich which ſhe ſometimes us'd them, and of the oder 
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derations, 
1s's Hiſt. of 1NOnies col public by wo But 'tis no wonder, neithes 
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they gave her afterwards to alter her mealares, as will juſtive 
ber, I think, in the ſenſe of any inditrens perſon. 


2. As foe the Papids, many of their Clergy have-ackaow- 
ledged, char, with ref; wiſh, many of hate Clotny hovaaphner- 
were mild and merciful : aud they juſtly areribujed the Severe 


which fhe ſometimes thought neceſſary, to the provecetions ſbt rEG4 " 


and rhe Conſpiracies in which their m_ "wy Footy 
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her Pop from her Clemency, that ſhe put ſome SUTIN on 
her Popuſh Subjects, when it became fo KI that they de- 
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Servants 10 rear” hex a Judith did po ingues Books But to 
with our Author : 

He fays, that King James would needs be ber Swcoeffip-a4 ro ber 
metbods 


drew on t 


"17" On he yielded ber che pravem inefice, 
nr ry min Ae p fays, i Clameey - und the Pape 


Pggonns. 


mr rung and an Cement as cn EE 
ceodings, omoftiodtods which {inc 
pew'die if cheariy-in the T Clo if he nected | 
ras ity. 

"1 nod age enaacing bis Cratares of whe ewo next ſucceedin 
Reigns: it may appexr from whar has been ſaid; whas 
Reſearches be-tws nn A into: Aﬀairs of rare. and how fie 
heis to: be- crlvical on Bne rigid as be* is, -he- hath his 
firs of AA ev rs ah thew whac 2 man+ be-can be-at Pa» 

hen 2 Pradencial Reaſon puts him into @ good hy- 


a nongh Fro cha Thas the King had 4 clearer: Pro- See the E- 
Bun - Kim paltiins 


NT tg tha a4 his Royal P'itie- 
Wit i>' hoo wr I 
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-But ler:us Ge what he advances in by oe i for 'the 


Kings, ER: ſome of his'own words, let»us;/pecalare:on the 
Prudentialneſs of what he: Exnts, p.'8. where he tells. us; ir was 
the juſt expeZation of all the World, that H; M, ſhould procure Frees 
dom of Exerciſe for the' Roman Catholick. Religion 3 and if he-could 
not effect this with rhe Conſent of bis People;it would much eclipſe the 
glory of bis Charatter abroad. This ig pretty modeſt;! and 'tis an 

a thache told us not. y, that 


_-s $ = ns brought, had they -been of the 
pa yal Addreflers of famous memory, ya wh 
m__ to pay him an wnlimired Obedience, and expreſſed their 1p- 
nr to fatisfie his Demands without gs, with him. 
The Author ofthe Apology for Catholicks, find him cited 
in- the General Critique on Maimbowg's Hiſtory of Calvinifm, 
7,2. Lit.z. ſpake much more honeſtly, anddeclard, that 'ris 4 ſignal injury 
p. 299. #0 Princes, to attribute to them this chought umporthy of Chriſtians, 
and even of honeſt Pagans, that what they command, whether it be 
We or «njuſt,. ought blindly to be done: and certainly, if they are 
| i ead- ad, th muſt-needs -abhor that incenſe which is 
nk to them at the expence ofthe Deity, from which ny 
derive their Authority. Kings are then great enou 
OP acknowledge no Superior but God, and hay im all the 
ERR Honour that is due unto His Name. They are then formidable 
Cs Fun =y when they reign at home in the affections of their Sub- 
p. 315» for -as my Lord Burleigh long fince- obſery'd, ro'win 
ronalhe * the way to gain Hands and Purſes. 
I can take no pleaſure to refle& on his Majeſties loſs of the 
on -/ many of his Subjects, nor to dwell onthe circum- 
ies : but fince 'tis commonly known that it 
mee eng Zeal for” his- Religion that imbroil'd his affairs, 
onely. farther obſerve, that *tisno wonder he made ſuch 
ing re ro < cpa that Religion if he believed, what this 
ggeſts, that . when he open'd the Romith 
ls, and endeavourd to eſtabliſh Popery by a Law, . he 
Go, t ſatisfie the juſt expeFationof all the World. 
know. not how he came to be acquainted with the ex 
tion of -all-the, World : - but ?ris plain enough, that the apiſts 
; themſelyes, credulous as: they were, did got believe ines the 


abroad, 


loy their endeavours to preſerve in this land the true Worthip, 
whe others were {ſo induſtrious to promote-that which is er» 
rotiious and ' idolatrous, and -cgnſequencly that:they would hot 
pull down ' the nedges, which" with ſuch! vaſt: expence, -were 
rais'd to ſecure the Reformed Religion, nor throw up our Laws 
wt og roy when we had moit need of them. - 
- But this Author is 


preſ; 
f principl bad,;' that the wit moſt ſeverity wpainſt" them is little 
Karan egg wand gay agar jy 9m pear wry 


they ow'd to the King. And here *ris" obſervable thar as he 
would be thought to have a great regard of his Allegiance to the 
King, whoſe conduct he ſo admires and Celebrates; ſfoaccord- 
ing to his- way of arguing, he muſt be free from thar-ill opinion of 
the Kings Religion, which che Makers and Afertors of the Laws 
entertain'd: But when he would perfuade -us that the Laws 
'ought to be-abrogated, becauſe they caſt ſuch il! refletions on 
'Popery and pe our deteſtation of it ;- he may be pleas'd to 
know that the-Nation is not diſpos'd to: buy. favorable thoughts 
of it -at that rate; or-to-part with every thing that repreſents ic 
23s'a very hateful Religi | 


The Holy. Scripmre repreſents ic ſo hateful, that the Prelates See their a 4. 
aſſembled at Bononia by the order of Pope Julie 3. advis'd his => 
- Holineſs, that” this -was a Book. quite repugnant to their dottrine, a * London 


. Book. that. above all others rais dthe. Storms and T, s, which had 
' almoſt driven them to. deſtruttion. They were alſo much offended at 
the ſtudies of Greek. and Hebrew, and of the Ancient Fathers, 
and . they might: have proceeded to condemn ſen(e-;and reaſon 
for their Heretical informations: - but we do not T3” =] 
- obliged, 
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thought 'firto keepthis from the knowledge- of- him who 


' name he affum'd; 
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and a if pontinnario fo the King to have why d the publick exer- 


| rich þ apjy60 vow d.”: But if he 
eraſe ir Ga na: 
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vire his Judges to ad agairiſt 


the obligation of the Laws he hath riot told us. © Yet he (cems | 


moſt" inclin'd to the laſt, Rghe extols che late Dilpandzrioa and 
tells-what 'mighty” fears tad: dofie.” He pretends; * was 


ceived with fach-approbatiori2that it'charn'd down if the Hl 


Stories of Prophecies and Prodigies: that it filenced all murmurs, 


and recovered trade to a wonder, which lay 8e/ping for life before.\Now | 


this may be true of the trade of making Images and other Trin- 
kers,of ſelling Pardons;or baying Converts : But ſuch as ha&been 
converſant-in other Trades,.complaityd more thanever:Thereap- 


- -pear'd alſo-inithe Nation a general diffatisfation 


Was pn ſafe, when -a powet:to diſpence with Laws that (e- 
cure our Rights, was aſſerted and magnified.: But the Pruden- 
tial men, who had ſo: great a ſhare in haſtning our miſeries 


had 


power to-redreſs the grievances of the Nation. ws Pte 6 

-* Weare yet at a greater lofs for the Proteſtant than we 
have been for the Perſon of Quality. However, it were not 
neceſlary ro make Enquiry under what - dehomination he ought 
ro be-confidered; but that he ſeems to have -uſurpt one to which 


- he has no: Right, that he might give a taking Colour to his Pro- 
* Autewy dt la, POlals. * An-Ingenious Author gives this Character bf Gregono | 
Critigge Gn» Leri, That he hath exaRly obſerv'd this Maxim, that in a Hiſtory 
- there- is no need one ſhould know the-Religion of the Hiſtorian. But this 


man in the front of his work proclaims himſelf a Proteſtant; ard 
yet may find ſomedifficulty- to-gain a belief chat hejs one, + be- 


 cauſehis Bookiſeems tocombate his title, 'and'*to give berter in- 
- dications bfhis inward ſenſe and inclinations than that glorious 


We. have: ſeen his Endeavours to take off the odium of Po- 


pery-: But he mentions the Reformation as a thing thas was apt. 


ro infect ;' as if 'Khad been ſoine- contagious diſeaſe Þ atid how- 
ever he dare- not approve*-the Counſel” that 'was-given by Fryer 
Hogoſtrate 


PA 
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4 en pho typ the beginning, as the bnly proper / yemedy, this 
We probably would for ever have prevented it. For,as He 

Gn ſuch caſes the quickeſt andſevereſt - Remedzer ſeem the beſt, « becuhſe 
"they Eradicate. * | 


But ſince the feaſon of Brabecting the Reformatibn' i lipe 
and fince the diſeaſe is become ſo Epidemical, he thinks it does 
not indicate burning or bleeding. The Fire and Sword are 
only proper Remedies when they can Eradicate, And we thank 
his Prudentialneſs, that we may be ſuffered to. liveand breath, 
when his Catholick friends want power to extirpate us. * 


I deny not that he thought it expedient to —_ little ten- 
dernefs” for Differters; whonrtr 


was forced and artificial, may appear when the true ſecret of ir 
comes to- be conſidered. Inthe mean time, heſeems not to 
have conſulted their reputation, when he parallel'd their caſe 
with that of Barrow and others, who as he tells us, were hanged 
as Felons, or where he inſinuates that in the time of King Charles 2. 


IRS 
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' they join'd in the cry againſt the .gxomeh of Popery 5 not out of 
zeal for Religion, but out of « ſenſe of Revenge, and from that of 


intereſt. He is willing, however, they ſhould have a ſhare of the 
indulgence, for which he pleads, becaule otherwiſe bis C atholicks 
could not long think, to enjoy their Toleration, 1t would become ſo in- 
vidious, and ſuch a Subjef fr Clamor and _——_ __ p. 9. But 


_ L wonder hus Maſter 


For what he ſaies tmports = much, that hos reat qt of 
Popery cou 8X2 not be carried on preſperaully, - an els it were ſup- 
ported by fsme Proteftangs,* who yer *mrght-be thrown afide 


with as much contempt as their Brethren, * when they had per- 


was cur ourforthem, — -———— 


But ſince "O many perſons of worth and Eminence have en- 
{abr eir Endeavours to -procure a du: liberty for Difſenters, 
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